
GUIDE
The Guide allows you to plan your viewing, schedule recordings and skip straight to 
programmes currently showing.

GUIDE CONTROLS
C/V/Z/X 	 navigate Guide
J button	� view Programme Options Menu for  

selected programme
L button	� toggle Guide display between All Channels and 

Favourites Only
q button	 page up
e button	 page down
w button 	 previous day
r button	 next day

PROGRAMME OPTIONS MENU
Depending on whether the programme selected is a currently showing programme or 
one showing at a later time or date, some of the following options will be displayed:

WATCH NOW
Watch the programme. This option is only available for currently showing  
programmes.

RECORD
Access the Recording Options Menu to set up a recording of the selected  programme. 

Recording Options Menu
View and adjust the following recording options:

Set this recording	� save the current recording settings and begin recording
Start recording	� choose to start the recording at the time listed in the 

Guide or up to ten minutes earlier
Finish recording 	� choose to finish the recording at the time listed in the 

Guide or up to ten minutes later
Frequency 	 choose to record only once or to repeat the  
	� recording on a daily or a weekly basis
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PlayTV™ can record when the PLAYSTATION®3 system is in standby mode. To put  
your PLAYSTATION®3 system into standby mode, do one of the following:

• �Press and hold the PS button to display the PS Menu, then choose “Turn Off the System”.

• �Press and hold the PS button to display the PS Menu, then choose “Quit” to return to 
the Home Menu. Press and hold the PS button, then choose “Turn Off the System”. 

• �Press and hold the power button on the PLAYSTATION®3 system to turn off the system. 

To stop a PlayTV™ recording once it is in progress, press and hold the PS button to 
display the PS Menu. Choose “Stop PlayTV™ recording” and press the J button  
to confirm. 

NOTE: When two recordings are set so that one is due to start at the same time that the  
other finishes, the first recording will always be given priority over the second recording.  
This means that if the first programme being recorded overruns its designated time,  
PlayTV™ will continue to record that programme. The second recording will only begin  
when the first has finished. The process for stopping a PlayTV™ recording while playing a 
game on your PS3™ system may change with future system enhancements.

Time Settings
Do not change the time settings of your PS3™ system after setting a recording in 
PlayTV™, as this may affect the accuracy of the recording. Upon start-up, PlayTV™ 
takes approximately 30 seconds to synchronise the set recording times with broadcast 
times. If you change the time settings of your PS3™ system you must start PlayTV™ and 
let it run for one minute to ensure set recording times are resynchronised fully. 

PROGRAMME INFO
View full programme details for the current programme.

ADD CHANNEL TO FAVOURITES 
Add the current channel to your Favourites List. For more information, please see the 
“Settings” section outlined later in this manual.

GUIDE VIEW
Toggle between two different Guide displays. The 30 minute view is helpful for navigating 
parts of the Guide where lots of short programmes are displayed. The two hour view is 
better for navigating parts of the Guide where longer programmes are displayed.
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LIBRARY
View the recordings stored in the PlayTV™ Library. Highlight a recording from those 
available and press the J button to access the Library Options Menu. Press the  
V button to adjust the way Library recordings are ordered and displayed.

NOTE: If a ! symbol is displayed beside a Library recording, the recording has failed 
to record properly. Highlight the recording and press the J button to view an 
error report.

LIBRARY OPTIONS
PLAY
Watch a recording previously saved to HDD. The replay controls will be displayed 
automatically when you begin to watch the recording. 

DELETE
Delete a recording previously saved to HDD. 

MOVE TO HOME MENU
Move a recording from the PlayTV™ Library to the Home Menu of your PLAYSTATION®3 
system. Moving a recording to the Home Menu will delete it from the PlayTV™ Library. 

PROGRAMME INFO
View full programme details for the current programme.

LIBRARY VIEW
Choose between “thumbnail” or “list” views of the PlayTV™ Library.
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SCHEDULE 
View, edit or cancel scheduled recordings, or view details of failed recordings. If a 
recording fails, highlight the recording and press the J button to view an error report. 
Press the V button to adjust the way scheduled recordings are ordered and displayed.

FIND AND RECORD
BROWSE PROGRAMME GUIDE
View the Guide to plan your viewing at your leisure.

FIND BY KEYWORD
Search for a programme by title keyword or by title keyword and description keyword. 
Choose “Enter text” to enter a keyword or keywords using the Virtual Keyboard, then 
choose “Start search” to begin the search. Press the V button to adjust the way search 
results are ordered and displayed.

MANUAL RECORD
SET RECORDING
Confirm recording settings.

CHANNEL
Choose the channel you wish to record.

START DATE
Enter the date at which you want the recording to begin.

START TIME
Enter the time at which you want the recording to begin.

END TIME
Enter the time at which you want the recording to end. 

REPEAT
Choose never to repeat the recording or to repeat it on a daily or weekly basis.
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SETTINGS
MANAGE FAVOURITES
Manage your Favourites List. Highlight a channel and press the J button to toggle 
Favourite status on or off for that channel. When a channel is marked as a Favourite,  
a small heart-shaped icon will be displayed beside the channel name. 

PARENTAL LOCK
View the current age limit settings, or set an age limit and a pin code to control 
the content available to younger PlayTV™ users. The default pin code is 1234. 

Choose “Change Age” to set an age limit and restrict the viewing of programmes 
intended for older audiences. You must enter the correct pin code to change the  
age limit.

To change the pin code to a number of your choosing, select “Change Pin Code”.  
Enter the existing code, then enter and confirm the new code. Finally, choose  
“Save Settings” to complete the code change. 

NOTE: The PlayTV™ parental lock function overrides the PLAYSTATION®3 system 
parental controls found in the Settings section of the Home Menu. Please use the 
PlayTV™ age limit and parental lock options rather than the PLAYSTATION®3 system 
parental controls to restrict the viewing of content unsuitable for children. 

Live TV Buffer 
Choose from “Always” or “Only when paused”.

The PlayTV™ replay function allows you to rewind, pause and record live TV as you 
watch it. The replay function works by automatically saving (or “buffering”) whatever 
programme you are watching from the moment you begin to watch it. 
  
If you wish to pause, rewind or record a programme, PlayTV™ draws on the buffered 
information to allow you to do so. All buffered information for the current programme  
is automatically discarded when you change channels, and a new buffer is created  
for the new programme. 

Background Recording 
Choose whether or not to allow PlayTV™ to record when you are playing a game or 
watching a Blu-ray Disc or DVD movie on your PLAYSTATION®3 system. 
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NOTE: It is not possible to play PlayStation®2 format discs on your PLAYSTATION®3 
system while PlayTV™ is recording. If you change the Background Recording settings, 
you must restart the PLAYSTATION®3 system before the new settings will be applied. If a 
recording is currently underway the changed settings will not be applied to it.

SCREEN SIZE
PlayTV™ allows you to choose the size and proportions, or “aspect ratio”, of the  
on-screen video display according to the type of TV you are using. Choose from  
the following: 

4:3
• �Letterbox 16:9 
• �Letterbox 14:9 
• �Centre Cut Out

16:9
• �4:3
• �14:9
• �Zoom
• �Wide
• �Auto

NOTE: An aspect ratio of 4:3 is suitable for standard definition televisions, while an aspect 
ratio of 16:9 is suitable for high definition televisions.

SUBTITLES
Choose the language of programme subtitles from those available in your region, turn 
subtitles on or off and choose the type of subtitles from either normal or hard of hearing.

AUDIO
Choose an audio language from those available in your region, choose the type of audio 
from either normal or hard of hearing and toggle audio description on or off. You can also 
adjust the volume of the audio description.

SETUP 
View and adjust a range of PlayTV™ settings, perform a new Channel Scan or perform a 
full PlayTV™ setup. 
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NOTE: Performing a new Channel Scan will cause all current channel data to be lost. 
Performing a full PlayTV™ setup will cause all current preferences and settings to be lost, 
and the parental lock pin code to be restored to the default (1234).

HELP SCREENS
At start-up, various help screens are displayed containing information on how to use 
PlayTV™. Use the “Help Screens” option to turn these help screens on or off, as well as 
to view full controls for PlayTV™ and step-by-step guides to each option on the PlayTV™ 
Main Menu.

MANUAL 
View the controls for PlayTV™.
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GLOSSARY
Aspect Ratio	 �The aspect ratio of a television image is its width-to-height ratio, 

or screen size. Adjust the aspect ratio in order to find the image 
size that best fits your television screen.

Channel Scan	� Perform a Channel Scan to have PlayTV™ search for all 
available television channels.

DVB-T 	� DVB-T stands for Digital Video Broadcasting – Terrestrial, and 
is the standard for digital television broadcasting throughout 
Europe. The PlayTV™ Tuner contains a dual DVB-T tuner, 
allowing you to simultaneously record one programme and 
watch another.

Guide 	� The Guide offers interactive information about what’s on 
television now and in the near future. The Guide can also be 
used to navigate between channels and to plan recordings.

Hard Disk Drive (HDD) 	�The Hard Disk Drive (HDD) is where data is stored by the  
PLAYSTATION®3 system. All recordings made using PlayTV™ 
are saved to the HDD. If there is not enough space on the HDD      
to save a recorded programme, the recording will fail and an 
error report will be produced. Error reports can be viewed via 
the “Schedule” option on the PlayTV™ Main Menu.

Home Menu 	� The Home Menu displayed on start-up of the PLAYSTATION®3 
system, or when you exit PlayTV™.

Library 	� The Library is where you can see – in list or thumbnail form – all 
the currently saved recordings you have made using PlayTV™.

Live TV 	� The Live TV mode of PlayTV™ allows you to watch, pause, 
rewind and record live digital television.

Now & Next Bar 	� The Now & Next Bar can be displayed in Live TV mode 
and contains information about current and forthcoming 
programmes. It can also be used to navigate between 
channels, or to access the Live TV Options Menu.

Replay Controls 	� The PlayTV™ replay controls can be used in Live TV mode to 
pause, rewind and replay live digital television.

RF Cable	 �A cable used to connect your PlayTV™ Tuner to your television 
aerial, via an RF connector.

USB Cable 	� A USB Cable is used to connect the PlayTV™ Tuner to the 
PLAYSTATION®3 system, via a USB connector. The type of 
USB cable required has a normal “A” connector at one end  
and a smaller “mini-B” connector at the other.
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©2008 Sony Computer Entertainment Europe. “            ” is a trademark of  

Sony Computer Entertainment Europe.

The manufacturer and distributor of this product is Sony Computer Entertainment Europe, 10 Great 

Marlborough Street, London, W1F 7LP. Authorised Representative for EMC and product safety is Sony 

Deutschland GmbH, Hedelfinger Strasse 61, 70327 Stuttgart, Germany.

Recycling instructions for customers in Europe 

For further information, please refer to the PLAYSTATION®3 Safety and Support Guide,  

available online at eu.playstation.com/ps3.
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